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Mission of the U.S.D. of 1812 

The mission of the United States Daughters of 1812 is 
to preserve the history of the War of 1812 for future 

generations. We do this a number of ways:   
 

• retelling the stories of the 1812 era  

EDUCATING THE PUBLIC  
documenting and recording the places where battles 

occurred  

GRAVE MARKING & DEDICATION CEREMONIES 



Mission of the U.S.D. of 1812 

• capturing the names of the men who fought in the 
War of 1812, and those men who served during the 

years 1784-1815 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
• hold events for the public to commemorate (and 

remember) the sacrifices they made on our behalf 
PATRIOTIC SERVICES 



A great deal has been written about the War 
of 1812, And yet… 

 the average American is only vaguely aware 
of why we fought, or who the enemy was.  



The War of 1812 
    … To Most Of Us! 

Most people recall: 

 

• Battle of  New Orleans  

• Burning of  our nation’s 

capital (by the British) 

• Star Spangled Banner  



Francis Scott Key, a 35 year-old lawyer and amateur poet, wrote 
a poem titled “Defense of Fort McHenry” while witnessing the 
bombardment of Fort McHenry from a British ship.  



Significance Of The War of 1812 

• Issues leading up to war resolved when it ended.  

• The U.S. would remain  Independent from Great Britain 

• We continue to maintain 200 years of  peace with Canada 



Significance Of The War of 1812 

• In many ways, the War of 1812 was a carry-over of 
issues unresolved during the Revolutionary War … 

 

 



Tensions Were Mounting 

Tensions between the United States and Great Britain 

continued to increase during the first decade of  the 

19th century.  



Causes of War 

• Impressment  

• Interference with America’s trade  

• Seizing American vessels in American territorial waters 

• Exporting of  goods between countries  

• British stirring up Indian warfare in  the northwest 

• Among other reasons 

 

 
 



Tecumseh 

• Tecumseh was a Native 
American leader of the 
Shawnee and a large 
tribal confederacy 
(known as Tecumseh’s 
Confederacy) which 
opposed the United 
States during Tecumseh’s 
War and the War of 1812.  
 



Impressment 

The Royal Navy had 

problems recruiting enough 

men to man their ships 

especially in times of war. It 

was common for British 

subjects to be impressed into 

service aboard Royal Navy 

ships of war.  

 
 



Chesapeake-Leopard Affair 
• Naval engagement that occurred off  the coast of  

Norfolk, Va. June 22, 1807 between the British 

warship HMS Leopard and American frigate USS 

Chesapeake. 



Chesapeake-Leopard Affair 

• President Jefferson put an Embargo in place 

• No further trade with Great Britain 

• Residents along Lake Ontario could no longer trade 

with their Canadian neighbors 



Embargo Act of 1807 
• A political cartoon showing merchants dodging the 

"Ograbme", which is 'Embargo' spelled backwards. 



Mixed Feelings Among  
Canadians and Americans 

• People along Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence 

River were not happy about the war.  

• Many people depended on trade as part of  their 

livelihood  

• American officials attempted to terminate all 

communication with Canada 



The Traveler… War Declared 

• The Weekly Register, published June 20, 1812 

• Announcement of  the Declaration of  War, “Between the 
United Kingdom of  Great Britain and Ireland… and the 
United States of  America and their territories”  and signed 
by James Madison, June 18, 1812. 

 
 
 



War Is Declared 

President James Madison declares war: 

• On 1 June 1812, Madison sent 

Congress a request for an immediate 

declaration of  war.  

• on 18 June, Madison signed a 

declaration of  war against Great 

Britain. 

  
Thomas Jefferson's remark that the capture of 

Canada was "a mere matter of marching.” 

 

 
 



War Is Declared 

• Congress voted 79-49 in favor 

• Senate voted 19-13 in favor 

 

 
 



British Royal Navy 

• Great Britain had the 

largest Navy in the world 

at that time 



American Forces No Comparison 
• British had fleet of 600 cruisers in commission. We had a 

mere 22 (8 frigates, 14 smaller sloops and brigs, and “0” 
ships of the line). 

• Canada was large. Major land theatres of war were Upper 
Canada (broadly the southern portion of the present day 
province of Ontario), Michigan Territory, Lower Canada 
(roughly the southern part of present day Quebec) and the 
Maritime Provinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince 
Edward Island and Cape Breton. The U.S. was still a young 
nation of eighteen states.  

• The British had 250,000 men in uniform. More intimidating, 
the British navy floated 500 ships of the line, with 80 of 
them permanently stationed in the west Atlantic between 
Canada and the Caribbean. They were well trained (still 
fighting the Napoleonic War against France). We were small 
in number with and army of 7000 men - all poorly armed 
and poorly trained.   



The War of 1812 

HOW LONG DID IT LAST? 

WHO WAS IT FOUGHT BETWEEN? 

 

 



The War of 1812 
• Fought between the years 

1812-1815 

• Fought between 

U.S. &  

Great Britain 



The least understood of  all wars because of  its complexities 



War of 1812 

• Often described as “a second fight for liberty”  

• Outraged many because of  pressing U.S. sailors  

• British collusion with Indians 



Indians Fought Alongside Great Britain 

• An American cartoon attacking the alliance 
between the “Humane British” and the 
Indians during the War of  1812. 

Credit: Library of  Congress, Washington, D.C. 

 



British Receive Help From Indians 

• Native Warriors had to pick a 

side 

• Indians chose British 

• Decision cost them lives and 

land 



Settlement of New York 

Between 1800 & 1812 towns in northern New York 

were beginning to be settled.  

• Our area of  New York was still frontier 

• People followed St. Lawrence River and made way 

north along the Black River to claim land  

• Border disputes (unresolved between the U.S. and 

Canada) were ongoing.  



Little Known Fact 

“…the north country was the main theatre of  action 

during the war of  1812. Whichever side, British or 

American, controlled Lake Ontario would have the 

advantage in invading either Canada or the United States,”  

[Paul Lear, Manager, Friends of  Fort Ontario, Oswego]. 



Significant Battles In The North 
Country, New York 

Skirmishes and battles along the St. Lawrence River 

and northern New York 200 years ago. 

• Big Sandy  

• Ogdensburg  

• Plattsburgh 

• Sackets Harbor 

• Oswego 

• To name a few 



Population at Sackets Harbor 

U.S. Federal Census of  1810 

• Sackets Harbor - barely 20 families 

 

By 1814 

• 4,500 troops had moved in. 

• 6,000 soldiers going to & coming from Sackets.  

“The war literally came right to Sackets Harbor’s 

front door and transformed the lives of those living 

there,” said Dr. Timothy Abel, Archaeologist.  



Sackets Harbor 
In the War of 1812 

WHY SACKETS HARBOR? 

 



Naval Shipbuilding Center 

1. One of  America’s most critical military 

outposts  

2. It was an important naval shipbuilding center 



Naval Shipbuilding Center 

• Maj. John R. Grodzinski, a professor at the Royal 

Military College of Canada, feels Sackets Harbor 

was “crucial to the development” of the U.S. Army.  



Sackets Harbor 

Shortly after the War of  1812 began, Sackets Harbor 

became the center for U.S. military and naval activity 

for the upper St. Lawrence Valley and Lake Ontario 

region.  



Sackets Harbor 

“By 1814, every literate person knew of Sackets Harbor and 

where it was,” Dr. Gary Gibson said, adding that such 

recognition was remarkable given the limited access to maps 

at that time.  



Problems with the War of 1812 

Included: 

• Disease 

• Raids 

• Transportation 

• Recruiting 

• Equipment Shortages 



Soldiers Died Mainly from Diseases 

Problems with the War of 1812 

Contrary to popular belief, 
the typical soldier in the 
War of 1812 did not die 
from bullets, but rather 
from the effect of germs.   
Infectious disease was the 
number one killer:   
• Dysentery 
• Typhoid (or “Lake”) Fever 
• Pneumonia 
• Malaria 
• Measles  
• Smallpox 
• Flux (diarrhea) 



Raids Across the Border 

One such event occurred on September 21, 1812 – 

American troops cross the St. Lawrence River and burn 

the Gananoque military depot. 

Problems with the War of 1812 



• Throughout the war, 

people along the St. 

Lawrence feared 

reciprocal raids, where 

men were taken 

prisoner and houses 

looted. 

Raids Across the Border 

Problems with the War of 1812 



Transportation & Communication in 1812 

• The horse provided the most rapid means of travel 

Problems with the War of 1812 



The In 1812 there were no labor-saving devices 

• no power tools 

• no typewriters 

• no telephones 

• no radio 

• no telegraph 

• no regular mail service.  

• Etc. 

Transportation & Communication in 1812 

Problems with the War of 1812 



• Letters were sent by courier, and each letter was 

written by hand (no computers or typewriters). 

Transportation & Communication in 1812 

Problems with the War of 1812 



• British time zones were approx. an hour behind 

ours.  

• Communicate with someone by letter 

• Local commander unaware of  what was happening 

just a short distance away 

“Time in 1813 is not what it is today,” Dr. 

Gary Gibson pointed out. “There were no 

standard times zones in 1813.” 

Transportation & Communication in 1812 

Problems with the War of 1812 



• The Act of  April 10 called 

upon the states to make 

available 100,000 militia 

• Most of  the militia were 

poorly organized & trained. 

• Unable to provide immediate 

assistance 

Issues Early on with Recruiting 

Problems with the War of 1812 



Raising a regular force for our military was a big issue 

• It took a long time 

• It cost money 

• The force (Militia) were farmers & poorly organized 

Issues Early on with Raising a Regiment 

Problems with the War of 1812 



• Plagued by equipment shortages 

• Difficult to know how deficient - 
soldiers borrowing from each other 

• Lack of arms could limit what 
regiments could do (or orders that 
could be carried out) 

Issues Early on with Arms 

Problems with the War of 1812 



War Comes to Lake Ontario Region 

Lake Ontario was an unpopular place for service during the 
war, even with pay raises given to soldiers and sailors 
fighting in the area. One reason was the proximity of 
Canadian villages, which led to the constant threat of battle. 
Many midshipmen slept next to their gun stations.  

 



War Comes to Lake Ontario Region 

 

 

 

• Sackets Harbor was a launching point for much 
of  America’s offensive action on the lake. 

• Its naval activity in April and May of  1813 
would lead to its most noteworthy engagement. 
The Second Battle of  Sackets Harbor  

• Listed among the 20 most significant battles of  
the War of  1812” 

 

“They were constantly on guard,” said 

Dr. Gibson. “It was exhausting work.” 



The War of 1812 

WHEN IT CAME TO NAVAL SUPERIORITY ON 
THE LAKES, WHO WAS THE GREATER FORCE? 

 



Naval Superiority 

• The side with the most ships was 

considered the greater force !! 



Henry Eckford 
• Born in Scotland in 1775 
• Immigrated to Canada at 16 to 

learn ship construction from his 
uncle  

• In 1796, he moved to New York 
City to work as a shipwright 

•  Three years later he opened his 
own shipyard on the East River 

  

In addition to his superior skill 
in shipbuilding, Eckford was a 
leader who inspired exceptional 
dedication from those who 
worked under his direction. 
Commodore Isaac Chauncey 
commented, “there is not his 
equal in the United States or 
perhaps the world.” 



Henry Eckford 
 

Ship building was in full force 

at Sackets, notable ship wright, 

Henry Eckford, was “turning 

out ships like printing presses 

turn out newspapers,” noted 

Dr. Gary Gibson. 
 



Building War Ships 

• The purpose of  warship design is to procure 

some advantage over the known qualities of  the 

ships of  one's enemy or potential enemy. 



Building War Ships 

• A large number of naval actions of the American 
Revolution were fought and won with privateers.  

• These privateers were merchant ships that had been 
armed for naval warfare.  



Carronades 

• An important 18th century innovation in naval 
gunnery was the carronade, a type of gun invented by 
General Robert Melville, and made for the Royal Navy 
by the Scots firm of Carons. 



Aboard Ships… 

HOW DID THE 

MAJORITY OF MEN 

DIE? 

 



Aboard Ships… 

• Most men died from splinters 

• When the carronade struck a 
ship and the ball exploded, 
men were tore up and killed 
by the splinters 



Peace Talks Begin… 



Signing of Treaty of Ghent 

Signing of the Treaty of Ghent, Admiral of the Fleet, James Gambler is 
shaking hands with United States Ambassador to Russia, John Quincy 
Adams; British Under-Secretary of State for War and the Colonies Henry 
Goulburn is carrying a red folder. 

24 December 1814 



Battle of New Orleans 
• Unaware that peace had been concluded, a British 

invasion force prepared to attack New Orleans. 
• The British were defeated at the Battle of New 

Orleans on January 8th. 



Battle of New Orleans… 

ARE THE LYRICS IN THE SONG, “IN 1814 

WE TOOK A LITTLE TRIP…” CORRECT? 

 



Battle of New Orleans 
 
• No, The battle of New Orleans did NOT occur in 

1814. 
 

• The Battle of New Orleans occurred in 1815! 



Who Lost? 
 
• The real losers were the native peoples. The 

British promised them territory between the US 
and Canada that they never received. 

• The U.S. wouldn’t agree to the Indian territory 
when they signed the 1814 Treaty of Ghent 



The End of the War… 
 
Both the United States and Canada emerged with a 
changed consciousness. 
 
 “Canada acquired a sense of national identity,” said Retired 

Marine Colonel, Clayton Nans, “but there were lessons for us 

too. We learned that you cannot just fight a war with citizen 

soldiers; a farmer couldn’t just leave his plow for a musket. We 

had to build up our Navy.”  
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SACKETS 

HARBOR 
 

May 29, 2012 
RE-DEDICATION 

OF THE 

CENTENNIAL 

MONUMENT 

- Please Plan To Join Us - 



May 29, 2013, the U.S. Daughters of 

1812 in partnership with the Sackets 

Harbor Battlefield State Historic site 

will Re-Dedicate the Centennial 

Monument, just as had been done 100 

years prior (on May 29th, 1913). 



Unveiling of Centennial Monument, 
Sackets Harbor, NY 



Unveiling of the Centennial Monument 
 With Distinguished Guest, FDR… 

  
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
  
He became President in 

March 1933 at one of 

the worst points of the 

Great Depression 



Centennial Celebration 
of the Battle of Sackets Harbor 



“In memory of officers and 
men who served on this 

frontier during the War of 
1812 and to mark the 

battlefield of Sackets Harbor 
May 29, 1813, this monument 

is erected by the National 
Society of United States 

Daughters of 1812, State of 
New York, Northern Frontier 
Chapter of Jefferson County.” 



WE APPRECIATE THE INVITATION TO 
JOIN YOU TODAY… 



National Society 
United States Daughters of 1812 

Designed & Produced by the  

General Jacob Brown Chapter 
U.S.D. of  1812, Sackets Harbor, NY 



Freedom Is Not Free! 


